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hand downwards along the cannon-bone and grasp the front
of the foot, the thumb and index-finger meeting round the
coronet, so that the toe is in the palm of the hand. By
adopting this precaution, danger of injury to the uterus or
vagina is averted. The pastern and fetlock are forcibly
flexed, and the extremity of the limbs pulled inwards, in the
endeavour to throw the hock outwards and prevent it entering
the pelvis ; then by a vigorous effort, seconded by traction
on the cord applied to the pastern, the foot is raised above the
pelvic foim, brought into the vagina, and the leg extended.
"With the foal, it sometimes happens that, owing to the length
of the limbs, the calcis presses against the sacrum of the
mother, while the foot jams on the pubis. In such cases the
operator may allow the foot to pass from his hand, and press
the point of the hock towards the uterus, while an assistant
pulls at the pastern cord to bring the foot into the pelvis.
The other limb is brought back in the same way.
Embryotomy should be carried out when the foetus is dead,
and is so firmly fixed in the pelvis that it cannot be pushed
into the uterus. The hind-limb is amputated at the hock
after it has been drawn by hand or cord as near to the vulva
as possible. The separated limb is withdrawn from the
passage. When both limbs are treated in the same way,
delivery can be completed in the ordinary manner.
With the cow, if the calf is alive and impacted in the
passage, and the latter is roomy, forced extraction may be
attempted, particularly when only one limb is retained. When
only one lirnb is flexed, the leg extended in the vagina should
be corded at the pastern, or above the hock if this can be
reached. A cord is then to be passed round the bent hock by
means of the porte-cord, and traction exercised during the
labour pains. If necessary, the gastrocnemius tendons may
be severed, to permit of freer flexion of the joints. When
both legs are flexed at the hocks, a cord must be passed round
each- Should forced extraction not succeed, the limbs may
be amputated at the hock as with the mare.
During these manipulations, it should be noted that the
tail is in the correct position, directed backwards. If the
foetus is in the lumbo-ilial position, it should be rotated into
the luinbo-sacral before attempting extraction.